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“Architecture should speak of its time 
and place, but yearn for timelessness.”

FRANK GEHRY 
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A city’s visual symbols are often its landmark buildings.  Eight maps 
highlighted notable architecture as an ingredient in their civic pride 
and personal happiness.  Examples range from the classic – The Calgary 
Tower or the Saddledome, to the contemporary future symbols – The Bow 

and the Peace Bridge.  Whether classic or brand new, each of these unique structures 
contributes to the impression of the city.

Large-scale, unique architectural projects, especially publicly funded projects, are 
often controversial.  This is best demonstrated by the controversy surrounding the 
Peace Bridge.  Though happiness and civic pride are hard to quantify, it is notable that 
these structures contribute in these two areas and help to define the contemporary 
image of a city.  

Calgary’s architecture heritage has followed international design trends since the 
city’s inception.  Since early Edwardian and revival styles (using local materials, most 
notably sandstone) through the international style and mid-century modernism –  
to post-modernism and everything in-between, Calgary has followed the trends.  
So how can a city, so anchored in the global context, assert a unique built language? 
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Cheri, 52

Brentwood / 30 years in Calgary
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Tamara

Hillhurst-Sunnyside / 52 years in Calgary
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Jeff, 28

East Village / 14 years in Calgary
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Coleen

Patterson / 20 years in Calgary
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B uilding a happy city is no easy task. As Calgary has grown 
competing interests and priorities have converged as more 
of us live together in shared spaces. Indeed, the challenges 
that Calgary faces are not unique. 

As more and more of the world’s population lives in cities, it is more 
important than ever that we create cities that facilitate the best quality 
of life for those that live there.

By challenging ourselves to focus on what makes our citizens happy, 
over time we can shift the conversation of how Calgary grows as a 
city. The maps that Calgarians created provide both information and 
inspiration for building a happy city. 

Hopefully this information motivates professionals, citizens, elected 
officials and communities to do their part in making Calgary – and 
cities everywhere – happy places. It is a collective challenge that 
requires collective dialogue and action. 

It is up to all of us to make happy happen.
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The goal of the #happyyc project is to find out what places make Calgarians happy. 
We think that by understanding the places that people love, planners, designers, architects, 
citizens and community organizations alike can help make more happy happen.


